
Rimbaud Festival Harderwijk 2008 
 
Friday 7 November  
Filmed documentary on Arthur Rimbaud, ‘Passage Harderwijk’. 
 
Saturday 8 November  
Opening of the exhibition ‘Hommage à Arthur Rimbaud’ by artist Brauck 
 
Saturday 8 November  
 

        
 
Opening of the exhibition ‘Rimbaud in Harderwijk’ by Henk Schipper (art and culture 
alderman in Harderwijk), with works of 21 artists inspired by Arthur Rimbaud: Willem 
Brauckmann, Petra de Dreu, Willem Henkes, Miek Hodes, Cas van Jeveren, Arend 
Kleinpaste, Jan van der Kolk, Marjan Kwaaitaal, Jan Nijendijk, Marleen Nijendijk, Ton Pors, 
Liesbeth van Reenen, Janneke de Regt, Jonaske de Ruiter, Monique Spapens, Jeroen Sleurink, 
John Spek, Eldo Tenpierik, Gerda Westerink, Carla Zeegers and Geert Zomer. 
 
Saturday 8 November 
 

               
 
writer and reporter Guus Luijters talks about his book ' Arthur Rimbaud's  bad jokes', an 
interview with Rimbaud expert Johan Hijnberg; thereafter the short theatre monologue 
'Rimbaud's dream' acted by Wietse Hummel; director Doris Goosen, lines Joz Brummans and 
Jos Kunne 
 
Saturday 8 November  
 



             
 
Concert ‘Rimbaud and others’ by singer Suze Cramer and pianist Micha Wink 
 
 
 
 
Sunday 9 November 11.30 
‘Route Arthur Rimbaud and Colonial Selection Depot’, guided walk through the town 
 
Sunday 9 november 
Rimbaudlunch and folkduo Savouree from Belgium with Rimbaud songs.  
 
Sunday 19.30 
 

             
 
Choreographer and author Rudi van Dantzig, former artistic leader of the National Ballet, tells 
about his fascination for Arthur Rimbaud and Vincent van Gogh; talk with Rimbaud expert 
Johan Hijnberg. 
 
 

WEEKEND FESTIVAL PASSE-PARTOUT 
25 euros (without Rimbaud lunch) et 35 euros (with Rimbaud lunch) 
 

RESERVATION 
Cultuur.Uit Harderwijk: +31(0)341-428899 or www.cultuurpuntuit.nl 
 
 

WEEKEND HOTELARRANGEMENT   
               



             
 
Visitors of the festival are welcome in Hotel Baars Best Western in the Smeepoortstraat in the 
old inner town of Harderwijk on 7, 8 and 9 November. Since 1876 this reknown hotel has 
been situated opposite the former Colonial Selection Depot where Arthur Rimbaud stayed in 
that same year. A special Rimbaud Arrangement. (overnight stay, breakfast, lunch and 
supper) has been set up for visitors of the festival. 
  
One, two or three overnight stays 
An overnight stay in a luxury room with shower or bath, copious breakfast, lunch buffet and 
three course supper: 86 euro per person per night. 
  
Two nights in a luxury room with shower or bath, copious breakfast, lunch buffet and three 
course supper: 81 euro per person per night. 
   
Three nights in a luxury room with shower or bath, copious breakfast, lunch buffet and three 
course supper: 76 euro per person per night. 
  
Based on double occupation. Extra charge for single occupation 29,50 euro per person per 
night. 
  
Enquiries and bookings 
Hotel Baars Best Western: telefoon +31 (0)341 – 41 20 07. 

 
 

Arthur Rimbaud 
 
Jean Nicolas Arthur Rimbaud (Charleville-Mézières 20 October 1854 – Marseille 10 
November 1891) is one of France’s most important poets. Representing symbolism he 
belongs to renewers of world literature in general and poetry in particular. 
 

             
 



From 18 May through to 10 June 1876 Arthur Rimbaud stayed in Harderwijk, in the former 
Oranje-Nassau barracks in the Smeepoort Street as private of the Colonial Selection Depot, 
the later Royal Dutch-Indian Army. Though a young man 21 years old, he had already written 
an oeuvre of eloquent and renewing poetry and prose and  finished writing. 
 
A soldier now, the poet sailed from Harderwijk via Den Helder to the Dutch Indies, deserted 
on Java en returned to Europe. After roaming a series of European cities he left for Africa. In 
Ethiopia and Eritrea he was a weapon trader and explorer for some eleven years. He got very 
ill, cancer of the bones.  
 
Arthur Rimbaud passed away in 1891 in Marseille 37 years old. His tomb and the two 
Rimbuad museums in his natal village are visited by pupils, students of literature, authors, 
artists en Rimbaud admirors from all parts of the world. In France and in circles of 
international artists the poet is considered one of the most remarkable renewers of world 
literature.  
 
He inspired the painters Paul Gauguin, Juan Miro and Pablo Picasso, the authors William S. 
Burroughs and Jack Kerouac and singers and pop idols like Jim Morisson, Van Morisson, 
Patti Smith and Rufus Wainwright. The turbulent life of the young poet was pictured in 1995. 
‘Total eclipse’, featuring Leonardo di Caprio as Rimbaud, became a Hollywood bestseller. 
Besides he inspired numerous Dutch writers among which Boudewijn Büch, Rudi van 
Dantzig and Guus Luijters. 
 
 

Harderwijk 
 
Arthur Rimbaud stayed in Harderwijk from 18 May through to 10 June 1876. He was a 
private-under-instruction of the Colonial Selection Depot, the later Royal Dutch-Indian Army. 
The depot was situated in the former Oranje-Nassau barracks in the Smeepoort Street in the 
medieval inner town of Harderwijk. 
 

             
 
Since 2007 a tile in the pavement of the Muntplein, the former atrium of the Colonial 
Selection Depot, reminds us of Rimbaud’s stay in the town. This tile, part of a Route of 
Poetry through Harderwijk, says a fragment of his poem ‘Ma Bohème’. An initiative of the 
literary cultural circle Apollo in Harderwijk. 
 
 

Charleville 
 



As a poet and an explorer Rimbaud is considered ‘ambassador of the town’ in Charleville-
Mézières in Northern France. Every year thousands of people from home and abroad visit the 
Musée Arthur Rimbaud and the house where he spent his childhood, as well as his grave just 
outside the historical inner town. 
 

                 
His portrait is displayed on all leaflets and brochures of the local tourist information office. 
Just as in the streets, shopping windows, on book covers, on several posters of Rimbaud arts 
exhibitions and on prominent signs for the touristic Rimbaud-Verlaine route. The city lyceum 
and the largest book shop bear his name. There’s a buste in a park near the railway station and 
a statue in the square in opposite the Collège Arthur Rimbaud. The town of Charleville-
Mézières honours her son, the poet Arthur Rimbaud. 
 

                 
 
The Harderwijk Arthur Rimbaud Committee stays in close contact with the head conservator 
Alain Tourneux of the Musée Arthur Rimbaud in Charleville-Mézières. A delegation of the 
committee payed a working visit to Tourneux at the museum. Agreements were made on 
support and cooperation to the Rimbaud Festival Harderwijk in November 2008 and 
establishing a Rimbaud wall tile in Harderwijk in early 2009.  
 
 
 

Project 2009 
 
‘Rimbaud box’ in Harderwijk. 
The Rimbaud Festival Harderwijk 2008 is the upbeat to the unveiling of a wall tile with 
webcam in the Harderwijk city museum early 2009. This ‘Rimbaud box’ is part of the 
Parcours Rimbaud, a worldwide series of identical wall objects connected by internet, in 
remembrance of the poet. 
 



             
 
In Charleville-Mézières and surroundings a few wall tiles have already been placed in 
historical sites reminding us of the poet. Alike wall tiles are meant to be placed in Paris, 
Marseille, Charleroi, Brussels, London, Stuttgart, Nicosia, Djibouti, Aden en Harare, towns 
where the poet stayed and worked for some time, towns that are of importance in his life and 
work. As far as we can see, Harderwijk in the Netherlands will be the first to get the first 
‘Rimbaud box’ outside France. 
 
Committee 
 
Aim of the Arthur Rimbaud Committee in Harderwijk: 

1. placing the wall tile with webcam ‘Arthur Rimbaud est passé par lá’ (Arthur Rimbaud 
was here), part of the international artistic project Le Parcours Rimbaud; unveiling 
early 2009; 

  
2. initiate and co-organise the Rimbaud Festival Harderwijk, a three days’ cultural event 

with literature, film, theatre and music on Friday 7, Saturday 8 and Sunday 9 
November 2008;  

 
3. stimulate permanent attention to the cultural-historical, educational and touristic 

meaning of Arthur Rimbaud in relation to Harderwijk. 
 
The Arthur Rimbaud Committee in Harderwijk (established 16 January 2008) consists of 
board members of the literary cultural circle Apollo Harderwijk, the Committee Town Poet 
Harderwijk and the Master Koot Society Harderwijk (society of writers, reporters, 
photographers and communication advisors). 
 
The initiators of the Arthur Rimbaud Committee in Harderwijk are Joz Brummans, Jos Kunne 
and Hans van Velde. 
 

             
 



The members of Comité Arthur Rimbaud in Harderwijk: Willy Hartog, Jan Klein, Jos Kunne, 
Dim van Rhee, Janny Klein, Joz Brummans, Tiny Brummans and Hemmy van Reenen. 
Photo: Ton Pors. 
 
Le festival de Rimbaud a été subventionné par: 
The City of Harderwijk 
Stadsmuseum Harderwijk 
Musée Arthur Rimbaud Charleville-Mézières 
Hotel Baars Best Western 
Cultuur.Uit Harderwijk 
Art Centre Catharinakapel 
Art Gallery De Vanghentoren 
Art Gallery Kunstwerk 
AMC Ton Pors 
Kunne Communication 
 
Rimbaud Festival Harderwijk 2008: http://www.rimbaudharderwijk.nl/ 


